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Saddles

· Dressage

· Straighter, longer  flap

· Accommodates “longer” leg (longer stirrup length)

· Deeper seat

· For Dressage

· Close Contact

· More forward flap

· Accommodates “shorter” leg (shortened stirrup for jumping position)

· Flatter seat

· For hunting, jumping, cross country, and general riding

· All Purpose

· Mix between Dressage and Close contact

· Medium-deep seat

· Medium forward flap

· Stirrup lengthened for dressage, but enough room to shorten it for jumping
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Bridles
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Types

· Basic snaffle bridle
· Double Bridle (upper level dressage bridle, two bits)
Nosebands

· Cavesson (2)
· Plain, straight band across the bone of the nose

· Mildest

· Should be able to fit 1 or 2 fingers underneath it

· Drop (1)
· Band across the nose (fits below the bit)

· Prevents horse from opening mouth to evade bit

· Easy to over-tighten and interfere with breathing
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Flash (3)
· Like a combination of cavesson and flash

· Cavesson noseband with extra strap that goes down over the nose and runs over the bit

· Aids in preventing the horse from opening its mouth to evade the bit

· Figure 8 (4)
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Band of leather that wraps around the nose in a figure 8 pattern (in front of jaw, up and over bone of nose, under bit) 
· Helps prevent horse from crossing its jaw to evade the bit

· Easier for horse to breathe than in the flash (doesn’t constrict the nostrils), so it is generally preferred for cross-country

Saddle accessories

Girths

· Folded

· Straight edges

· Might rub elbows

· Shaped

· Also referred to as “chafeless”

· Less material at the elbows to avoid chaffing

· String

· Lots of small strings placed very close together

· Allows air to circulate (prevents girth galls)

· Can cause pressure from all the small strings

· Neoprene

· Rubber-like material that prevents slipping

· Some horses are allergic

· Long

· Used on saddles with short billets (ex. Close contact)

· Short

· Used on saddles with long billets (ex. Dressage or Monoflap) 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Stabilizers

· Hunting Breastplate (A)
· Prevents saddle from slipping back

· Breastcollar (B)
· Prevents saddle from slipping back

· Crupper (C)
· Prevents saddle from slipping forward
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Martingales

· Running

· Prevents horse from throwing its head up

· Rings at end go through reins

· Allows martingale to change length with the length/looseness of the rein

· Allowed at all pony club levels

· Standing

· Prevents horse from throwing its head up

· Strap from chest to noseband

· Can only be used with cavesson (or cavesson part of flash)

· Only allowed in lower levels (D’s, 3’ jumps and under)

· Martingale doesn’t allow horse to totally stretch head and neck when jumping
Cleaning Tack
You will need:

· Small sponges and clean rags

· Small bucket with warm (not hot) water

· Leather Cleaner (ex. Castile soap or Murphy’s Oil Soap)

· Leather Conditioner (pure neatsfoot oil, Lexol Conditioner, etc.)

· Leather Protector (glycerin soap)

· Saddle rack/sawhorse and tack cleaning hook

Steps in Cleaning
1. Preparation

a. Remove girth, stirrup leathers, stirrups, and the saddle pad from the saddle. Undo all the buckles on the bridle and take it apart. Place the stirrups and bit into a bucket of warm water to soak while everything else is being cleaned.

2. Cleaning

a. Dip a clean rag or sponge into warm water, wring it out to remove all excess water (it should not leave streaks when you wipe it across your saddle)

b. Rub over the leather to remove dust, dirt, and sweat

c. Clean both the top and underside of the leather

d. Remove all “jockeys”- dark, greasy dots or patches of dirt that stick to the leather (often found on the underside of leather where tack touches your pony) (plastic dish scrubbers are helpful, but be sure not to scratch the leather!)

e. Use a rag to wipe away any excess water

f. If the tack is really dirty, use a damp sponge and leather cleaner (don’t use so much water that the soap lathers); rinse the cleaner off with a damp sponge

3. Conditioning

a. Leather must be soft and supple with no cracks, and it shouldn’t squeak when you ride- if it doesn’t meet these criteria, you need to condition it. If it’s okay, you can skip this step. 

i. Too much oil can cause your tack to be greasy and flabby and rot the stitching

b. Apply oil with a paintbrush on the underside (rough side) of the leather – sponges may deteriorate and break, so use a paintbrush. 

c. Roll the oiled leather and work it between your hands to help the leather soak up the oil and become more supple

d. Wipe off any excess oil with a rag

e. Do not oil synthetic tack, suede, or cloth!

4. Protecting

a. Use glycerin saddle soap (again, don’t use so much water that it foams) to seal the pores of the leather

b. If you use a bar, dip the bar into the water, not the sponge

c. Rub the soap on both sides of the leather

d. Clean out all the holes on the bridle that may have gotten filled with soap (use a toothpick or blow out the soap)

Unsafe Tack
· Broken Saddle Tree

· Loose stitching

· Stretched out billets

· Cracks

· Dry rot

· Dry, cracked, weak leather

· Closed stirrup bar

· Worn-out elastic girth ends

· Broken keepers

· Loose hook-studs (hold cheek pieces and reins to bit)

· Nylon tack (won’t break in an emergency)

· All nylon halters must have a breakaway  leather crownpiece

Parts of Tack

D manual, pages 238 and 249
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